
Three New York City colleges ï Baruch Col-

lege, John Jay College, and St. Johnôs Univer-

sity joined the Fellowship bringing the total 

number of partner institutions to twelve. 

Sadly, Program Coordinator Scott  

        Elmegreenôs term came to an end in  

        August.  Going forward, his position will    

        be filled on a temporary basis each year  

        with the appointment of a full-time  

        Program Coordinator from May through 

        August. 

Summer, 2009 saw more JK Watson Fellows 

in internships in Latin America than ever 

before: Argentina (Idealista); Chile (VE 

Global); El Salvador (2 Fellows at the Hilda 

Rothschild Foundation); and Mexico City 

(Institute of International Education). 

Three JK Watson Fellows were selected as 

New York City Urban Fellows for 2009-10. 

And a vibrant new association of JK  

        Watson alumni came into being. 

2009 was an especially exciting year as the 

Jeannette K. Watson Fellowship came of age (it is 

about to enter its second decade!).   We now have 

alumni who are internship supervisors while others 

are now helping us organize new internships, both 

at home and abroad.  We have a number of 

alumni in permanent professional positions at 

organizations where they originally interned.  At 

the initiative of the new Alumni Association we 

are expanding programming for alumni.   And, 

we completed a comprehensive tenth year review 

of the program.   We enter the second Watson 

decade with renewed determination to facilitate 

the entry of our Fellows into the most competitive 

talent pools from which next generation of lead-

ers are recruited.  What a privilege it is to be in-

volved!  While this document goes out over my 

name, all we do at Watson results from a full 

partnership with our committed staff members 

and talented colleagues Jennifer Betancourt,  

Associate Director and Scott Elmegreen, former 

Program Coordinator.  

 

Yours,  
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ñThe Watson 

Fellowship has 

given me more 

opportunities than 

I could ever hope 

for. I hope Iôll be 

in the position one 

day to give to 

others what has 

been given to me 

because of this 

program.ò~ 

Watson Fellow   

JKW Class of 2010 and 2011 with Watson Staff at 

the City Hall Park Fountain  

Prepare For Lifeõs Work Beyond  

The Classroom 
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In Their 

Own 

Wordsé 

Second Year Fellows in 

Washington, D. C. for 

the annual  

Save  the Children  

Advocacy Day.  

What is the Effect of the Jeannette K. Watson 

Fellowship? 
The Watson Fellowship 
helped me to determine 
what I wanted to do with 
my professional life. I had 
no idea what field of work 
would cater to my talents 
and my passions. Through 
the Fellowship, I began 
working in education. This 
field has filled my life with 
purpose. My work is 
strongly connected to my 
�E�H�O�L�H�I�V���L�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�����,�·�P��
unsure if I would ever have 
found my way into the 
classroom, were it not for 
�W�K�H���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�«���7�K�H���J�X�L�G��
ance and support from the 
Fellowship has been 
inspiring. In a time of crisis, 
when I did not have a 
home, money, and any 
place to live, I was able to 
come to the Fellowship for 
support. The help I re-
ceived calmed me down 
and allowed me to over-
come a situation that would 
otherwise have forced me 
to leave school. The contin-
ued support of the Fellow-
ship allowed me to remain 
academically successful as I 
progressed through my 
college years. 
The career advice has been 
sage as well. The training 
the Fellowship provides in 

writing resumes, cover let-
ters and workplace conduct 
has proven invaluable. All 
of my employers tell me 
that I am the consummate 
professional upon meeting 
me.  
�7�K�L�V���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���,���G�R�Q�·�W��
think I would have learned 
anywhere else but the 
Fellowship. [He is teaching 
history in Arkansas for Teach 
for America.] 
 
The Fellowship allowed me 
to secure two employment 
opportunities immediately 
after undergraduate studies. 
Employers noted that my 
diverse work experiences 
put me above other poten-
tial candidates (with 5+ 
years of work experience 
and graduate degrees) for 
these jobs. Additionally, my 
performance in these two 
years since the Watson 
Fellowship concluded has 
much to do with the skill-
set I attained during the 
Watson internships. [He is 
Director of Legislative and 
Budget Affairs for a New 
York City Councilman.] 
 
Being a Watson Fellow 
has been probably THE 
most important experience 
in shaping my life outlook 
and aspirations. In the two 
years after I graduated I 
struggled to find things that 
fit my goals, but it helped 
that I had important 
experiences at the United 
Nations and the World 
Bank because of the Fel-
lowship. 
Now as a graduate student 
at Kennedy, I will have 
more say in shaping my 
experiences. I see that the 

Fellowship continues to 
influence the way I think 
and what I aspire to. [She is 
completing the Master of 
�3�X�E�O�L�F���3�R�O�L�F�\���D�W���+�D�U�Y�D�U�G�·�V 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment.] 
 
Internships in my second 
and third years at the NY 
State Supreme Court and 
the International Federation 
of Women Lawyers in 
Ghana respectively reaf-
firmed my law school aspi-
rations, made me better 
prepared for law school, 
and strengthened my re-
sume while applying. [A 
graduate of Brooklyn Law 
School she is currently a 
Housing Attorney with Bush-
wick Housing and Legal Assis-
tance.] 

Fellows attend a joint seminar during the 

2009 Summer Weekend Orientation at 

Drew University in Madison, NJ 

Please Save the Date for 

the Jeannette K. Watson 

Tenth Anniversary Event 

on  

March 5, 2010 
 

òCelebrating the Past and 

Looking Towards the 

Futureó 

Watson Fellows  

Summer 2009 


